COSTUME PASSPORT

Early 10thC Anglo-Scandinavian Jorvik Impression

Lauren "Thorunn" Stajka



Basic characteristics of the persona

- Thorunn/ Thyra
-Anglo-Scandinavian woman living in 10thC Jorvik.
- Born in England.
- Currently pagan in religion.
- Works mainly in the running of the home, but has skills useful within the
textile trade industry. Tablet weaving, and constructing garments for others of
a higher status and wealth, when time allows.
- Lower-middling merchant class.
- Has own small homestead. Married.
- Husband is a metal-worker, he brings in majority of income. Husband is also
Anglo-Scandinavian.

“Lengthier description at bottom of document™



Shoes, socks

Typical turnshoe style based on Jorvik finds. Light in colour. Already
have as part of existing kit. Image of exact pair pictured.
Will wear nal-bound socks based on Jorvik find (once i've figured out

how to knit them!). Plain brown/natural in colour, maybe with red ties
based on Jorvik find.

Trousers, stockings, hoses, underpants

Potentially will wear leg wraps for warmth, or research evidence of
stockings.




Underdress

Plain off-white linen under-dress. Simple serk pattern with side gores
for movement. Keyhole neckline to fit over head, cut down to mid chest
for ease of getting on and off/, fasten with small brooch or pin and linen
ties. Typical of era across Norway, Denmark, England.

Overdress (dress, apron, caftan)

Less evidence for apron dress in UK, with blending of Anglo-Scandi
society in early 10thC, dress is simple fitted Kyrtle style dress, two front
and back rectangular pieces, fitted then flared side gores for room to
move, fitted full length sleeves, not so fitted they can't be rolled up.
Length to the ankles. Decorated hems with Oseberg patttern tablet
weave.Keyhole neckline, to mid chest, fastened with alloy brooch(es)
based on Jorvik finds. Shade of red that can be created from Madder,
based on extensive Madder dye wastage in Jorvik- Colour will sit
between Lady's Bedstraw of a Leysingi, to a plain Madder of a Bondi.

Weld and Sorrel root
Thrall/Leysingi
Weld and Iron

Seaweed - Bladderwrack
Clavophora Rupestris (River Weed)

Lady's Bedstraw oot and clubmoss

Lady's Bedstraw root and alkali and ¢

Weld and alum and urine
Weld and alum and alkali
Exhausted Madder
Madder

Madder and alum
Madder and alkali
Madder and Iron

Madder and Copper

Bondi Madder and sorrel



Shawl

Will be simple square fabric in a thicker, warmer wool.Unsure of colour
yet- need to research, but would like it to be red or orange to match
dress if possible. Fastened with a pin based on Irish style finds within
Yorkshire and Danelaw area. Have pin replica,made by Weiland Forge,
similar to find in Leicestershire and across UK.

Belt

Not much evidence of women wearing leather belts in Viking Age UK or
Scandinavia, will wear a textile woven belt either lucet corded, tablet
woven, or other woven style from wool or plant fibres if required to
wear anything needed to be hung and readily accessible from body.

Colour will be red, yellow/orange in keeping with Jorvik and English
dye finds.




Scarf, headdress

Currently plain white linen cap, shape based on Jorvik find, potentially
later will make in silk. Fastens with linen thread ties. Will also have
longer veil alternatives based on Dublin or Anglo-Saxon style due to
assimilation of styles. This will be in lightweight linen, or silk,
depending on which replica I make. May fasten this with a pin based on
Jorvik bone pins, or just have at a length where will sit and fall over
shoulders.

Bag and its content

Simple square bag in grey wool already exists. If I have the fabric
leftover will make in same red/orange as dress. Contents will be lucet
bone fork and needle, scissors, sewing needles, thread, nalbinding
needle, wool, textile items and everyday items such as a knife etc.

May also contain bone comb, as found in Jorvik. Bone pins, also found
in Jorvik for the fastening of head dress, cloaks, or other garments
when needed.




Other luggage, dining utensils, flasks

Pole lathe turned wood bowl, carved spoon. Thetford Ware flask, may
be a little later than persona though with Thetford ware being 925AD +.
Items related to textiles work to include: nalbinding needles, wool,
thread, tablet weave cards made from bone (or unmarked wooden
ones). Small sheepskin rug (from a sheep that there is evidence of
existence for in Viking Age) for sitting on. Planning to weave a basket
or backpack for carrying things as items grow.

Knife

Intend to purchase small eating/ cutting knife that is based on finds in
either Jorvik or Danelaw areas. Will not be overly decorative, or large,
as I only need it for small every day tasks.




Jewellery

Minimal initially, but will build as persona/status/ my bank balance
allows. Lead alloy brooches based on Jorvik disc brooches to fasten neck
of dresses. Amber, jet, and glass beads based on Jorvik finds. Minimal
in number. Amber rings based on Jorvik finds. Will incorporate tablet
woven bands on to skirt and sleeve hems. Will only wear amounts
befitting status/persona.

Tools and kitchen equipment

Pole lathe turned bowl, hand carved spoon, Thetford ware flask.




Sleeping equipment

Nothing historically accurate yet. Read some articles about bird feather
filled linen mattresses etc that would be interesting to recreate.
Otherwise will be thicker wool, and sheepskin rug.




Additional information

It is 918AD and the city of Jorvik has agreed to rulership under the Lady Aethelflaeda. Jorvik is
under Mercian rule. In her lifetime Thorunn has lived through many power exchanges between the
Saxons and the Scandinavians in Jorvik. At 34 years old, she was born in the year 884AD, the year
that Jarl Guthrum attacked King Alfred in Kent, but was defeated, baptised, and terms were
settled between the two to create the area known as the Danelaw.

Thorunn was born in the newly established Danelaw, in the city of Leicester. Thorunn was born to
Danish pagan parents, her Father had arrived in East Anglia as a young man in his teens in the
year of 869AD as part of the expanding armies of the invading Danes. Her mother arrived some
years later as a child, and settled in the Stamford area where she then met Thorunn's Father. She is
a second generation Dane, and perceives herself as Anglo-Scandinavian - as part of the British
Isles having being born here and having known no where else, and Scandinavian owing to her
ethnic heritage, and the culture off her parents and peers within the Danelaw and Jorvik. The
Danelaw is essentially an enclave of Scandinavian peoples, and the culture and people here similar
in many ways to the homelands from where they came. She has a pagan name, in honour of the
god Thor, for she was born on a wet and stormy day on Thorsday, and she worshipped the gods of
her parents as a child, but has had much interaction with Christianity through Christian Danes
and Saxons in her community. The pagans of Jorvik were free to worship their gods under their
pagan rulers, but now the country, and the Danes, are becoming increasingly Christianised, and
with a Christian ruler such as Lady Aethelflaeda, the daughter of the pious King Alfred, it is likely
that those living in Jorvik will soon turn from the Old God's for good.

With much of the country under the Danelaw in the 880s and the city of Jorvik under Viking rule,
Thorunn and her family moved to the city when she was a young child, as they felt it was a city in
which they could prosper whilst under Danish rule. Jorvik's access to the River Ouse, which in turn
connects to the Humber, and thus the sea, means Jorvik is a place with easy access to trade routes,
and merchants, both inbound and outbound. No longer part of an invading army, her father
turned to woodworking, making every day utensils, aiding in the repair of merchant ships that
arrived in the city and making finer pieces for sale. Her mother ran the home where she taught
Thorunn all the domestic skills needed to be able to run her own home one day.

Thorunn has a particular interest in textiles. Located in Jorvik she has seen a wealth of fabrics, in
different colours, patterns, and materials from traders from Scandinavia and further afield from
the East and Meditterreanean. She has wealth enough to buy small pieces of these fabrics, enough
perhaps to make a headdress or cap of fine silk. Thorunn dresses more in the Anglo-Saxon style,
wearing a madder dyed kyrtle dress, rather than in the more Scandinavian style of a smokkr with
brooches, as it is not the common fashion in this country at this time. She has a particular interest
in decorative tablet weaving and creates braids for herself, her family, and sometimes where
surplus and time allows, for sale or trade. Alongside decorative crafts, much of her time is spent
constructing basic garments, for herself and if they have the wealth, for others. At the age of 34
Thorunn has been married for half of her life to an Anglo-Scandinavian man who’s trade is
metal-working.

Thorunn is content with her situation in life, and is of lower to middling merchant and trade class
in Jorvik; with her husbands and her own skills providing a decent income as they live in a city
which thrives on trade. Having lived through the rule of Guthred the first Christian Viking King of
Jorvik as a child, the pretender Aethelwold, the pagan ruler Sicfrith, King of Dublin, the pagan
warrior Ragnall, and now the Lady of Mercia; Aethelflaeda, Thorunn is accustomed to political
change. She expects that Jorvik will continue to thrive much as it has done throughout her life
here, as both Saxons and Danes wish to benefit from the riches that trade and peace brings to
Jorvik, no matter which ruler comes next.
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